Course Syllabus 

ART 4306-Ceramics
HOWARD PAYNE UNIVERSTIY

FALL, 2015



Faculty Information

Professor Susan Harmon
Office Location-202, (Doakie Day Art Center or “Coke” Building)

Office Hours-M, W: 1:00-2:00pm.
Office Phone- 8088
E-Mail- sharmon@hputx.edu

Art 4306 Course Information

Class Meets- Monday 2:00-4:50 pm
Lecture (first half of class) 2-2:30pm, meet in Art Lecture Room 206,

The second half of class (2:30-4:50), we work in the Art Lab in room- #2, art annex
Textbook- None
Suggested reading: 
Periodicals:
Ceramics Monthly. 1609 Northwest Blvd., Columbus, Ohio 43212 
"The world’s most widely read ceramic arts magazine" 
Studio Potter. Box 172, Warner, New Hampshire 03278
"Studio Potter is a magazine for the community of potters everywhere. It is written by potters and directed toward fellow-potters who earn their living by making pots...". 
Recommended Books: 
Making Marks: Discovering the Ceramic Surface by Robin Hopper

The Craft and Art of Clay (3rd Edition) (Paperback), Susan Petersen
Centering in Pottery, Poetry and Person. M.C. Richards, Middletown, CT., Wesleyan University Press, 1964, 1989..."CENTERING: that act which precedes all others on the potter's wheel..." 
A Potter's Book. Bernard Leach, Faber and Faber, London, 1960 This is the definitive "classic" work which set the stage for the revival of clay craft in Europe and America.
Clay and Glazes for the Potter. Daniel Rhodes, Radnor, PA.: Chilton, 2000, Another "classic.

Virtual Exhibits:

"WWW: The Ceramics Web - Web page devoted to ceramics, based at San Diego State University. 
ClayNet - Now hosted at About.com- Form of news, tips, techniques
www.potterymaking.org

Course Objectives:
This course is designed for the beginning ceramics student who may not have prior art-making experience with clay as an art medium. Students will gain experience in various hand- building techniques (including pinch, coil and slab construction, modeling and decorating) and produce several finished pieces to demonstrate understanding and appreciation of ceramics as an art form and means of expression. This course is intended for those studying ceramics for the first time and is a comprehensive introduction to the craft of clay working. The main goal of this course is that you will be able to create as well as appreciate expressive, beautiful three dimensional clay forms. You will have an understanding of other cultures and periods of human expression in clay and finally you will begin to be proficient at forming clay objects yourself.  Students will gain knowledge about ceramic art and artists through today. Emphasis is placed on the development of skills, otherwise referred to as “craftsmanship”. In order to express ideas or feelings with some degree of sophistication, craftsmanship is required, much as vocabulary and grammar are to the writing process. Kiln fired and glazed pottery and wheel-thrown pottery is not included in this course as this is an introductory course to clay.
Course Goals :

· Students will learn the correct vocabulary, tools and techniques to be successful with each unit.

· Students will develop an aesthetic awareness as it pertains to ceramics through viewing work from many cultures, artists and movements.

· Students will create functional works of art/clay using a wide variety of new and recycled materials.
· Students will identify and use the Elements of Art / Principles of Design as they apply to ceramics.
· Students will critique their work and their peers’ work both in process and at the end of each unit.  
Expectations of Student Behavior:

· Students must be respectful of the instructor, their peers, and all artwork in the classroom.

· Students must properly use all tools, materials, and the classroom space.

· Students must use appropriate language and behavior.  

· Students must arrive to class on time, use their time wisely, and leave only with a valid pass.  

· Students must refrain from eating, drinking, or using cell phones/mp3 players during class time.

Academic Integrity:

Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated! However, sharing of ideas and technical skills is required!

KNOW THE DIFFERENCE!

My door is always open! My goal is to get students excited about ART! Please come see me anytime!
GradingSystem

A= 90-100

B= 80-89

C= 70-79

D= 60-69

F= 0-59

A-Clearly stands out as excellent performance. Has unusually sharp insights into material and initiates thoughtful questions. Sees many sides of an issue. Articulates well and writes logically and clearly. Integrates ideas previously learned from this and other disciplines. Anticipates next steps in progression of ideas. Example "A" work should be of such nature that it could be put on reserve for all cohort members to review and emulate. The "A" cohort member is, in fact, an example for others to follow.

B-Demonstrates a solid comprehension of the subject matter and always accomplishes all course requirements. Serves as an active participant and listener. Communicates orally and in writing at an acceptable level for the degree program. Work shows intuition and creativity. Example "B" work indicates good quality of performance and is given in recognition for solid work; a "B" should be considered a good grade and awarded to those who submit assignments of quality less than the exemplary work described above.

C-Quality and quantity of work in and out of class is average. Has marginal comprehension, communication skills, or initiative. Requirements of the assignments are addressed at least minimally.

D-Quality and quantity of work is below average. Has minimal comprehension, communication skills, or initiative. Requirements of the assignments are addressed at below acceptable levels.

F-Quality and quantity of work is unacceptable and does not qualify the student to progress to a more advanced level of work.

Each project will be critiqued and graded using the following criteria (below).
 Grading Criteria: TOTAL 100 points 
REMEMBER:
· Attendance and ACTIVE classroom participation which includes, note taking, attentiveness and providing responsive and reflective answers is required.

·  A Positive Attitude is a must! Over all preparedness for each session. Bring the art supplies you require to create your examples, or the reference texts that you will need to write your lesson plans.  Use this class time wisely and it will benefit you for the greater good!  
DUE AT MIDTERM: Monday, October 19 (total points is 45points)
I-Three Ring note book which includes the following: 

· Weekly handouts(5 points total)
· 5 written critiques with image of classmates’ work(5 points total)
· Creation of a Pinterest page including five different ceramic artists, (5 pin boards with at least 5 pins per board)(5 points total)
· Introduction PowerPoint(5points)
 (15%at midterm) 20 points total
II-Projects:

· Includes 5 completed ceramics projects (15% at midterm) 25 point’s total. 
· Self portrait(part 1)clay slab self Portrait/knee self portrait, (Part 2), Andy Warhol pop transfer

· Pinch pots with several variations
· Coil pots with variations
· Rolly Polly bowls/Hump bowls
· Jewelry with colored  sculpy clay;wrist bands,chains,rings
NO LATE ASSIGNMENTS ACCEPTED EXCEPT IN THE CASE OF A DEATH OR SERIOUS ILLNESS WITH DOCTOR’S NOTE
DUE AT FINALS:  Monday, December 7(Total 55 points)
I-Three Ring note book: 

· Weekly handouts(5 points)
· 5 critiques, written with one image on each critique.(5points total)
· PowerPoint presentation about one chosen and approved Ceramic art museum (on line), minimum, 20 minutes long and with plagiarism statement, biographical information, at least 10 ceramic artists and their art examples discussed which include images analyzed, using art terms and your personal opinion.(15 points)
(15%at Finals) 
TOTAL FOR FINAL BINDER IS 25 points
II Art Projects for FINAL:
· 5 final projects, 20 points (4 points each)
· Slab Plate
· Slab cup with handle
· Slab Box with top
· Slab Vase
· Slab Clay Figure
· Final major project Claymation(10points)
· TOTAL FOR BINDER(25 points) AND ART PROJECTS(  30points)total for final is 55 points
Class Attendance

The correlation between regular attendance, being on time for class (and not tardy) and successfully meeting course objectives cannot be overstated. Class time is so important in absorbing necessary course content, including announcements usually given at the beginning of class. Students are expected to be present and on time. As per college policy, attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class session. If you are involved in sports, all assignments must be turned in to the Professor before you leave for a game or event. Your attention must always be academic oriented first and sports/events second. A maximum of 4 absences will be allowed. 4 tardies equal 1 class absence .A tardy is defined as being 5-10 minutes late. If you are late beyond 10 minutes, barring an emergency, the tardy will be counted as a full class absence. Additional absences may justify withdrawing from the class or failure. In short, be proactive in your class attendance .It is commitment to learning. Students must be present for all formally scheduled final critiques (studio) and /or final exams. This professor will honor the school’s published final exam schedule.
 Failure to attend the midterm presentation/ final presentation on the  day/time slot can result in failing the course. Please honor the scheduled final exam day/time slot for the semester.
Supply List
· 3 ring white plastic binder(Walmart,$3.00)

· 3 ring hole punch
· Flash drive(to put all presentations on)(10.00)
· Plastic Tackle box to keep supplies in

· Personal inexpensive markers, primary colors

· Water container
· Sketch book 

I will supply you with other materials as needed. Please keep these in your personal art tackle box. Note, you may be asked to purchase other inexpensive materials periodically throughout the course.
All materials may be ordered at www.dickblick.com or purchased at Hobby Lobby in Abilene, Texas at 4654 S 14th St, (325) 698-1181.
Wal-Mart in Brownwood is another option. (Other materials may be required during the course of the semester)
Weekly Schedule:   This may be subject to change as per class pace.
Week 1August 24, 2015
Introduction to course; syllabus reviewed, materials reviewed and projects reviewed. Buy supplies as needed

Student Introduction power points due(5points)
Week 2: August 31, 2015
Self portrait: (part 1) clay slab self Portrait/knee self portrait,
 (Part 2), Andy Warhol pop art project
Week 3: September 7, 2015
ANDY WARHOL POP ART TRANSFER PROJECT ON CLAY SLAB
Week 4: September 14, 2015
Pinch pots 
Week 5: September 21, 2015
Coil pots
Week 6: September 28, 2105
Rolly Polly bowls/Hump bowls

Week 7: October 5, 2105
Jewelry

Week 8: October 12, 2015
MIDTERMS: Projects REVIEW/THREE RING BINDER REVIEW/,
Presentations of Pinterest projects
Week 9: October 19, 2015
Slab Plate
Week 10: October 26, 2015
Slab cup with handle
Week 11: November 2, 2015

Slab Box with top
Week 12: November 9,2015
Slab Vase
Week 13: November 16,2015
Slab Clay Figure
Week 14: November 23,2015
Slab Clay Figure
Week 15: November 30, 2015
Claymation presentations
Week 16:December 7,2015
· Student  museum  presentations(15points)
· Final projects review 

· Final binder review

· Edible gingerbread men and women
· Final critique
ELECTRONIC DEVICE POLICY: Cell phone, tablet and laptop
Please do not text or use your cell phone during class lectures. Place your phone in off mode. The use of tablets or laptops is restricted to note taking, not web surfing or other non-classroom activity

Ist notice: warning noted in grade book

2nd notice: reduction of one full letter grade (A turns into a B, etc.)

3rd notice: course failure
Other important Information:

 It is the policy and practice of Howard Payne University to make reasonable accommodations for students with properly documented disabilities. If you are eligible to receive an accommodation and would like to request it for this course, please contact the Office of Learning Assistance.  Students who have questions about receiving accommodations, or those who have, or think they may have, a disability (mobility, sensory, health, psychological, learning, etc.) are invited to contact the Office of Learning Assistance for a confidential discussion.
Mrs. Shannon Turner, Learning Assistance Coordinator, can be reached by email, sturner@hputx.edu; phone (325) 649-8611 or by scheduling an appointment in TAC (Thompson Academic Complex) room 307.
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